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SAN MATEO COUNTY 

were launched that year. W.gon making and 
blacksmhlllng were Important adjuncb to the 
bu1incss of hauling the product of the milia to 
the Embarcadero and were ~arly ~rablished 

thrre. This was the nucleus around which the 
prac:nt Redwood City developed. Redwood Creek 
8ows under the city today, and Redwood Slough 
.is filled in. Oo the spot where the vesacls were 
launched In the rBso'•· a brorue tablet was platte! 
in 19t6 by the history and dvla classes of d1e: 
Sequoia Union High School to commemorate the 
pion«r industry which created Redwood City. 
The muker ia lOQitcd on 1 store building at the: 
southwest comer of Broadway and Jefferson Av· 
enue. 

Wi11iam Carey Jon~. who had come to the 
We.t Coast In 1849 u a apc:dal government ~m 
to Investigate the condition of land titles in Cali· 
fomia, acquired over 1,000 acres nnr Rtdwood 
City (rom the Pulp~ Ra.ncb. It extended from 
Fi\~ Points to Whipple Avenue and from El 
Camino Real to the brow of the hiiJ. This prop
n-cy was put up lor aherlft'a ule on january 1, 

aBs8, when it was purdturd by Hor1~ Hawes, a 
native of New York who had been appointed con· 
1ul for the Society and other South Sea lslancl:J by 
President Polk in •147· By an unanticipated rout
ing of the vessel on which he took pasuge. he ar
rived in San francilc:o, where 1 few )'Can later be 
lxame prefect. He resided In San Francisco and 
at Redwood Farm. hu country home in the foot· 
billa near Redwood City, until his death in a87o. 
He was a ~~aundl supporter of the Union tide 
during the Civil War. \Yatrrn Redwood City ia 
now on this land. If the original plans of the 
owner had beeP Qmcd through, a teat of leilm· 
ing called "Mount Eagle Unh~ity" would ha~ 
~n loated i..n thi& area. 

The fine Protntanc church in the county was 
org;aniud in Redwood City in 1861. Land w:u 
purchased at the p~nt torner or Middlefield 
:R~d and Jdlcnon Avenue for a building for the 
Fint Congrqptional Church, which had been 
meeting in the courthouse for 50me month1. The 
aecond Protestant church was the St. Peter's Epis· 
copal. lu mcmlxn held their fine mcc:tings in 
the schoolhnu~t, then in the courthouse. and 
aften.•ard in a small building of their own. 

Nothing remains of the eulicst period of Red· 
wood City's niuma!, unless it is an interesting 
little house whh a high porch. at 1018 Main 
Str«t , juu south of Middlefield Road, which 
may hne been built by Grorge Helkr in 18!ii· 

Captain Morgan and the 0)'ster Industry 
On the: tidelands of the bay from San Rruno 

Point southward :u lar as San Franci~uito Crttk, 
native uystcn had flourished for ccnturic5. After 
the building of the tran5fontinent<&l r.ailr<Jad in 
1869. Ea&aem oysters were itnportffi and planted 
along the baphore off San Matc.-o C..ounty. Sc1;er.al 
companiC! en~a~ed in thiJ pursuit , most o{ them 
'lxing finally con.sollclat~l into the Morgan Oyster 
CotnpilO)'· This company own«< sc:\·eral houses 
built bv shiP ioincn on oilcs above the water. 

ara surrounded by partiallr aub~ wideu 
that ensured the ufery of the bivaha growing in 
their ~lty btds. 

John Stillwell Morpn, a frugal, indwtrious 
man and a natiYe of New York, was made captain 
of the schooner Ttlegrt~f'h then (a8t6) plying the 
~ra in the oyatrr busi.nea. Saillng in 1'49 for Cali
fornia in the bark Mo&della, he arrived in SaP 
frand.aw and thoroU~hly protp«ud the bay for 
optm without succ:t~~. He then went to lhe 
mines and afterward to Orqon, when: he a~in 
engaged in the oyater busineu. 

The Morgan Oyster Company wu formro in 
18&] when Morgan took ln (our partnen. TM 
n~ company began by transplanting the binl\"ft 
(rom Shoa.lwatrn Bay. Wuhington Territory, to 
the 'idnity of Mlqion Creek. lOuth of San fran· 
cisco. 

The businea did not come up to expectaticns. 
In tlae coune or time, the oyster Industry crued. 
and the Morgan holdings ~re purchurd by the 
Pacific Portland Cmlent Company. which now 
dredgu the bay for- ahells which it UICI in ma.l.ing 
~cnt. The first office buildinx- of this com· 
pany on the wharf at Redwood City was one: of 
the old o)'llef howes that was mo\'C\.1 from the 
p iles on which it wu originally built touth of 
Dumbarton Bridge. The last of the Morgan O)'l

ter houses in we for its original purp<~~C 1tood 
two miles out in the tidewucr opposite Mlllbr:ac 
and Burlingame. Thl.s ltltion was cstabJI.shtd in 
•874· and ita location wu one of the: IDOit vala· 
able:. Until 1940 it remained a la.ndmart. v~ble 
from the Bayshorc Highway jwt south of the 
airport. 

The howe in which the Captain 11\'nl while 
dim:ting his company wu located u the junction 
of Steinberger and Corbc~ crccks. Legislators. 
met by the Captain in hla launch at San Fr.tn· 
cisco or Oakland, were once taken for a tour of 
the bay and afterward entertained by him in the 
spacious dining room of hi.J hou3e before being 
returned to thrir rcspecti~ clutlea, which in· 
dudcd the m"king of •uit;~ble Jaws to covn in· 
dustrial ownership of tidewaters. His hou,e u 
~id to have been mo,·~l from its piles in che 
W<~tcr and relocat~l at the comcr of Chatnut and 
Spring stn-ets in Redwood Cit)'· 

The San Matc:o Bridge. now bdng recon· 
struct~l. wa.s built entirely from ahell material 
dm.tgC"d frvm the spot . 1t wu the longest highway 
bridge in the world (It mile$, R"rn m·cr water) 
:u the time of iu opening in 1919. 

Menlo Park and Atherton 
T he ;adjoining areas of Menlo Park and Ather

ton lie n~r the southern part of the county along 
El Camino Real. Their common boundarios are 
¥1 irrt"gul;;~r that it is d ifficult 10 distingaai.sh the 
territory of the earlier-named Menlo Park from 
iu newer neighbor. 

Dcnnu J. Oliver and his brothcr·in·litw. D. C. 
McGI}nn. bcc<~me owners of a l,joo-~crc tract on 
the Pulgas ro~nrho anrt erect~! in the 1&;j0'5, at 
orcsent Midclle Avenue and El Camino Real. a 
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were launched that year. Wagon making and 
blacksmithing were important adjuncts to the 
busincst of hauling the product of the mills to 
the Emban:adcro and wer<: early established 
there. This was the nucleus around which the 
present Redwood City developed. Redwood Creek 
Rows under the city today, and Redwood Slough 
is filled ln. On the spot where the vessels were 
launched In the tllso's, a bronze tablet was placed 
in rgtli by the history and civics clasacs of the 
Sequoia Union High School to commemorate the 
pioneer industry which created Redwood City. 
The marker iJ located on a store building at tJu: 
anuthwcst comer of Broadway and JdFerann Av· 
enue. 

William Car<:y Jon<>, who had come to the 
W<>t Coast in 18.!9 as a sp«:ial government agent 
co invcstig:uc the condition o( land titles in Cali· 
lorn!a, acquired o•n 2.000 aer<:a near Redwood 
City (rum the Pulgas Ranch. It extended from 
Five Points to Whipple Avenue and from E.J 
Camino Real to the brow of the hill. This prop
erty was put up for sheriff's sale on January •· 
r8!;8, when it was purchased by Horatt Hawes, a 
native of New York who had been appointed con· 
sui lor the Society and other South Sea itlands by 
President Polk in •8.!7· By an unanticipated rout
ing of the vessel on which he took pasAge, he ar· 
rived in San Francisco, where a few )'ears later he 
heume prefect. He resided in San Francisco and 
at Redwood Farm, his (((Untry home in the loot· 
hills near Redwood City. until hit death in r87o. 
He wa.s a 1t.aund1 supporter of the Union side 
during the Civil War. Wellem Redwood City h 
now on this land. If the originol plans of the 
owner had been carried through, a seat of learn· 
ing ailed "Mount Eagle University" would h .. .., 
btcn locatffi in this area. 

The fint Protntam church in the county was 
organized in Redwood City in 1862. Land was 
purchased at the present corner of Middlefield 
Road and Jclferann Avenue for a building for the 
Fint Congregational Church, which had been 
meeting in the courthouse for some months. Tbc 
second Protestant church was th~ St. Pt:tcr's Epis· 
copal. Its mcmben hdd dJC::ir fint meetings in 
the sdtooliWUJC, then in the courthouse, ancl 
afterward in a small building or their own. 

Nothing remains of the conlie.Jt period of Red· 
wood City's existe-nce, unlcu it i:l an intcre1ting 
little hou!<: with a high porch, at 1018 Main 
Stroct, just south of Middlefield Road, which 
may ha\'~ been built by George Heller in 1 8.:;7. 

Captain MorgiUJ and the Oyster Industry 
On the titlelands of the b;~y from San Bruno 

Point southward as far as San Frandsquito Creek, 
native oyMcn had flourished for ccmuries. After 
the building of lhe tranKontinental railroad in 
t86g. E.ascern oysters were imported and planted 
along the baphorc off San Mateo (".ounty. Sever:. I 
companies cnga~~:cd in thh pursuit, most or them 
being fia1ally consolidated ituo the Morgan Oyster 
Company. Thh comp;my owned SC\'er.ll houses 
built h,.· .!.hin 1ninl"n nn nill"t 2hnv,. rh,.. w!tr,.r 

area surroumlcd by partially submerged widcts 
that ensured the safety oltbe bivalves growing in 
their salty beds. 

John Stillwell Morgan, a frugal, industrious 
man and a native of New York, was made captain 
of the schooner 'f<lrgr•f>h then (•8.!6) plying the 
sea in the oyster business. Sailing in •8.!9 for Cali· 
lomia in the bark Magdtl/o, he arrived in San 
Francisco and thoroughly proopccted the bay for 
oysters without s~. He then went to the 
mines and afterward to Oregon. where he again 
engaged in the oyster business. 

The Morgan Oyster Company was formed in 
•887 when Morgan took In (our partners. The 
new company began by transplanting the bivalves 
from Shoalwakn Bay, Washington Territory, to 
the •icinity of Mission Cr<:CI<. anuth of San Fran· 
cisco. 

The business did not come up to expectations. 
In the course of time, the oyster industry ceased, 
and the Morgan holdings were purchased by the 
PacifiC Portland Cement Company, which now 
dredges the bay lor shellt which it uses in making 
rement. The first ollice building of this corn· 
pany on the wharf at Redwood City was one of 
the old oyster houses that wu moved from the 
pile< on which it was originally buill wuth of 
Dumbarton Bridge. The last of the Morgan O)'S

Icr houta in use for its origin.al purpose uood 
two miles out in the tidewater opposite Millbrae 
and Burlingame. Thit station was established in 
•8;-t. and its location wu one of the most valu· 
able. Umll 1940 it r<:malncd a landmark visible 
from the Bayslton: Highway just anuth of the 
airport. 

The hou"' in which the Captain lived while 
directing his company wu located at the junction. 
of Steinlx:rgcr and Corkscrew creeks. Lcgalaton. 
met by the Captain in his launch at San t'ran· 
cbco or Oakland. were once tak~t for a tour of 
the bay and afterward cntcruincd by him in the 
spacious dining room of hiJ hou:§e before f>cjng 
rcmrned lo their res.pective tlutia, which in
cluded lhc making of 1uitable laws to co\'-er in· 
dustrial own.euhip of tidewaters. His hotae is 
uid to have been mO\'cd from its piles in the 
water and relocated a1 the corner of Chestnut and 
Spring streets in Redwood City. 

The San Mateo Bridge. now be-ing rccon· 
!trUctc-tl, was built entirdy frotn .t~hdl material 
dredged from the opot. It was the longest highway 
bridge in the world (11 milfS, seve-n over warer} 
at the time of ils opening in 1929. 

Menlo Park and Atherton 
The adjoining :ut..'aS of Menlo Pa.rk and Ath«· 

ton lie ncar the southern part of the county along 
El Camino ReaL Their common boundaries arr 
so irrc.-gular thou it is difficult to distinguish the 
territor)' of the earlier·n::~mcd Menlo Park from 
its newer neighbor. 

Denni-s j. Oliver and his brolhcr~in·la.w, D. C. 
Mc-Gl}'nn, became owncn or a 1.7oo--acrc: tract on 
the Pulg:~:~ ranrho anti erected in the t8,5o's, at 
nrr<l"nt 1\.fitltll,. At.•"""" !ln.rl S:l (" .. ......,,;..,,. t>-.. t -
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